Sept Dates 


Catch a Star-Plymouth 
9/6...Henry IV-City Cen- 
ter 9/7...Three Penny 
Opera-De Lys 9/20... Day 
By the Sea-ANTA 9/26... 
Hear! Hear! -Ziegfeld9/26 
... Tiger At Gates 9/26... 
D'oyly Carte-Shubert 9/27 
... Maurice Chevalier- 
Playhouse 9/28...A View 
of Bridge-Coronet 9/29. 


Oct Dates 


Young and Beautiful- 
Longacre 10/2... Goat Is- 
land-Fulton 10/4... Anne 
Frank-Cort 10/5... Wood- 
en Dish-Booth 10/6... Joy- 
ce Grenfel-Bijou 10/10... 
Macbeth- Jan Hus 10/10... 
Shepard King- Downtown 
National 10/10... Fourth 
Son-Phoenix Rock 
Hunter 10/12 Belasco... 
Desk Set-Broadhurst 10/13 
...Heavenly Twins-Play- 
House 10/17...No Time 
For Sgts-Alvin 10/29... 
Chalk Garden- Barrymore 
10/26... Comedia Fran- 
caise-Broadway 10/25. 


Nov _D ates 
Reuben, Reuben-ANTA 
1/5... Hatful of Rain- 
Lyceum 11/9... Delilah- 
Winter Garden 11/10... 
The Lark-Longacre 11/14 
...Janus-Plymouth 11/24 
Pipe Dream-Shubert 


11/30. 
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Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


The Skin of Our Teeth- ANTA-8/17...ANTA revival of 
Thornton Wilder's 1942 play, just returned from its Paris 
performances, was cheered by all NYC first night critics. 
Chapman, News, did admit he thought play on the under- 
graduate level, but it still makes lively theatre. News and 
Mirror critics expressed more fondness for author's Our 
Town. Helen Hayes, Mary Martin shared top acting honors, 
with kind words voted by all for George Abbott, producer 
turned actor. Perfect --summed up Atkinson, Times. Still 
timely, added Kerr, Herald Tribune. Though Watts, Post 
thinks play was originally over-rated, he still finds it one 
of the most imaginative and invigorating works of the US 
stage. Mary Martin is more wholesome in role than was 
Talullah Bankhead, stated McClain, Journal Americn. Show 
is scheduled for a three week limited run in NY prior to 

a network telecast. 


Village Wooing-Greenwich Mews 8/L.G B Shaw's 
two character discussion of marriage presented as second 
half of S haw Festival was highly enjoyed by Calta, Times, 
and Herridge, Post. Delightful conversation piece which 
introduces Janine Manatis, the most enchanting young act- 
ress seen in some time, raves Herridge.. Well acted, amus- 
ing presentation, agreed Times man. 


Hits Revisited 


Pajama Game has not been hurt by the several re- 
cent cast changes, reports Hobe, Variety. It remains solid 
entertainment ... Director of Teahouse of August Moon 
was urged by Variety mugg to restage play which now is 
being presented with spotty performances. 


Show Plane Plans 


TWA and Council of Living Theatre are setting up 
plans for theatre fans in all parts of the country to 
fly to NY for a 2 or 3 day theatre trip. Package price 
would include transportation, hotel, and tickets to shows. 
Council of Living Theatre is also arranging theatre 
trains with newspapers and railroad companies about 
the country. 


| Sep | 


House Un-American Activities 


Committee inquery into communism 

in the theatre held in NYC got little 
information and fewer answers from 
most of the actors and writers called. 
Actors who refused to answer questions 
included Lou Polan, Stanley Prager and 
Zero Mostel. George Hall, who appeared 
in Call Me Mister , did name 8 actors 
who were members of a midtown branch 
of Communist party. He also said that 
the group instructed members on how to 
vote in Equity elections. Purpose of 
hearing, :.ep \/alters said, was to det- 
ermine extent of financial aid of enter- 
tainers to Communist party. 


Plays 


Seven Year Itch and The Desper- 
ate Hours closed. ..Skin of Our Teeth 
gave benefit preview for ANTA... Brattle 
Players production of Henry IV, Part I 
and Othello will be presented at City 
Center Sept 7... Delilah new musical 
starring Carol Channing will open at 
Winter Garden Nov 10...All star pro- 
duction of Majot Barbara planned by 
Stevens-Joseph...Goat Island will 
open at Fulton Oct 4, theatre to put in 
"more comfortable" seats in orchestra, 
... "Oklahoma Song Festival" to be held 
Aug 21 at 2 30pm at Céntral Park Mall. 


Players 


Tammy Grimes to make debut as 
lead of Amazing Adele .. Dran Seitz 
joins NY cast of Plain & Fancy for 
4 weeks, then takes over lead in Nat- 
ional Company... Dolly Haas to take 


Summer Playhouses 


Much Ado About Nothing will be pre- 
sented at special matinees starting Aug 
15 at Stratford, Conn... Deertrees Theatre, 
Harrison, Ma ne, selling tickets on a bar- 
ter basis for Friday evenings only... 
Marshall Migatz 3 Illinois summer thea- 
tres may be forced to close this week 
due to difficulties in financial dept.... 
Corning, NY,Summer Theatre making 
Sunday "Casual Nights" and men wearing 
Bermuda shorts will be admitted free. 


Other Broadways 


Ramsey Burch named managing dir- 
ector Margo Jones Theatre '55. .. Enid 
Harding replaced Jean Bradley at Venice 
opening of Oklahoma, Miss Bradley died 
of polio on night show closed in Milan... 
Outdoor drama will be presented next 
year at Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Theatre Ad Notes 


Ankles Aweigh offers half price tic- 
kets to every member of family when 
father buys a full price ducat... Inherit 
The Wind producer recalls that he pro- 

uced The Little Foxes, The Corn is Gr- 
een and Grand Hotel at the National. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"The Living Stage" by Kenneth MacG- 
owan and William Melnitz published by 
Prentice Hall... The Art of the Play by 
Alan Downer published by Holt... "Best 


Short Plays of 1954-55" published by Dodd, 


over Viveca Lindfords role in Anastasia 
Mead. 


final week of show's NY run... Paul Hart- 
man subbing for vacationing Eddie Foy, Jr 
in Pajama Game... Paul Muni to remain 
with Inherit the Wind to June 1957... 
Lemuel Ayers died at age 40. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


CBS TV to present musical version 
of High Tor in Nov...NBC TV to present 
Hume Cronyn-Jessica Tandy in "Devil's 


Theatre Vaudeville News 
2 Disciple" Nov 20 


Phil Spiltainy and his orchestra 
featured at Palace. "The King's Thief" 
is the film. 


GREEN 


xOOM 


DEPARTMENT 


US THEATRE ABROAD. .. If Soviet Ministry really wants to swap exhibits of culture it 
could start with nothing better than an invitation to Porgy and Bess, suggests 
Journal American editorial. ..Congress should grant the $3 million for US cult 
ural activities abroad, urges Times editorial. 


STARTING TIME,..8 30 PM is even too early for opening night curtains, insists 
Chapman, News... But McClain, Journal American, would like to see the first 
night curtains go up at 6 30 PM... While Davis, News, found a British actor 
in favor for a 4 30 PM debut. 


SEASON PROSPECTS. ..1955 56 season promises to be a cosmopolitan one, notes Cole 
man, Mirror...NY theatre critics are going to be as busy as movie reviewers 
this season, predicts Watts, Post... Nathan, Journal American, hopes producers 
this season will cast a few new faces in their plays. 


DRAMA MAIL BAG,..Live entertainment has become the public's preference after the 
long flirtation with widescreen movies and home TV , notes Herald Tribune reader. 
...Isnt it better to hear the air cooling system and be comfortable, than to hear 
the street noises outside an Off Broadway theatre and sweat, asks a CD reader. 


PICKING PRODUCERS... Karl Bernstein, Marian Byram and Phyllis Perlman were rated 
as smart legit press agents by Coleman, Mirror because they pick the best producers 
and then come up with interesting stories about the people in their shows. 


MARGO JONES OBIT... The ll seasons of Theatre presented by Margo Jones in Dallas 
make a bit of continuity in the theatre, states Rosenfield, Dallas News, in Times 
article. They won audiences for the play and playwright, without reputation, gave 
the new script a vogue that tempted less daring theatres to occassional emulation. 


PROS & CONS BY ‘MK 


VILLAGE WOOING at Greenwich THE TYPEWRITER at Tempo ‘Sheatre 
Mews is the best work the 13th St group is another first rate job by Off Broadways 
has presented, It is a wise, laughable, most adventuresome group. Cocteau s play 
well done slice of Shaw on Marriage, deserves a hearing and group plays the fun 
written in the master s 92nd year. The and farce in it to the hilt. Julie Bovasso, 
two member cast are perfect, as is the the guiding spirit of group, again gives an 


direction. outstanding comic portrayal. 


— 
= 
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OFF 


BROADWAY 


Three Penny Opera will be present- 
ed at Theatre De Lys Sept 20 by Capalbo- 
Chase and Lucille Lortel, new owner of 
downton house. Lotte Lenya will again 
play leading role. 


The Chair has moved to Club Cin- 
ema, 430 6th Ave, Royal Playhouse was 
closed by License Commission due to a 
blocked exit and overseating. .. Gloria 
Case and Jed Duane have formed Actors 
Playhouse to present shows at 100 7th 
Ave South starting with Climate of Eden 
...Proscenium Productions will close 
Mornings at Seven Sept ll to get ready 


for their next show Dandy Dick, Pinero's 
play first presented in 1887. 

Macbeth opens season of Shakes- 
pearewrights Oct 10 at Jan Hus... Jud- 
ith by Jean Giraudoux is to be present- 


ed by Theatre 12 at Provincetown in 
Sept, group may also present Turgenev 


A Month in the Country at either Thea- 
tre de Lys or President later in season. 
Marcella Pambrun will present 

Fry's A Sleep of Prisoners at Prot- 


estant Episcopal Church of Ascension, 
5th Ave & LOth St, starting Oct 5. 


Cast members of Pajama Game 
will present several afternoon perfor- 
mances of Irwin Shaw's The Shy and 
the Lonely at St. James in Sept. 


The Chair current version, re- 
vised from original, drew split not- 
ices from a pair of reviewers. Herr- 
idge, Post, okayed it as a psycho- 
logical melodrama with much merit, 
while Kerner, Womens Wear, panned 
it as still being an unnerving 
and overshouted tale. 


THEATRE 
ye BOOK COMMENTS 
"The Merry Partners" by E. J. Kahn 
(Random House) was praised as almost 
as much of a romp as some of the orig- 


inal Ned Harrigan and Tony Hart shows, 
rated Down, Variety. 


THEATRE 


TV Comments 


The Fourposter presented on NBC TV 
Tandy and Hume 
Cronyn was enjoyed as one of the better 
summer TV color shows by Gould, Times, 
and Chan, Variety. While Van Horne, 
WT&S, felt it was not quite as gentle as 
it should have been. She also objected to 
some of the cuts made by NBC censors. 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


"The Music of Harold Arlen" (Walden) 
with Arlen, Louise Carlyle, Bob Shaver 
and Warren Galjour was okayed by Var- 
iety mugg as best disc from new concern. 
First side with Arlen doing his own favor- 
ites was enjoyed best. 
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